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Introduction

Gap between (grammatical) descriptions of
Theoretical Linguistics and Grammar in Teaching

a) Theory internal differences which result from
different approaches and

b) theoretical descriptions based on specific
characteristics of each language...

...are mapped on descriptive/reference
grammars and have an effect on Grammar
Teaching, with respect to both L1 and L2.



Introduction

Grammar teaching in the Greek school system,
where Greek is mainly the native language,

while English and German are taught as first
and second foreign language, respectively.



Introduction

« Descriptive/reference grammars: great
differentiation with respect to language specific
grammars and between grammars of different
languages

L1 and L2 language course books: a) the
descriptions of grammatical phenomena are not
always theoretically informed and, therefore, are
descriptively inadequate, and b) significant
differentiation is attested in the description of
language systems.

Teachers and learners believe that they deal with
completely different systems / objects of teaching.4



Introduction

* The concepts and findings of Theoretical
Linguistics should inform language teaching, in
general, and grammar teaching at school, In
particular.

« Generative Grammar (Chomsky 1981, 1986,
1995, 2000) should be adopted given that it offers
the appropriate theoretical background, i.e. the
existence of universal principles, which are
common across all natural languages and predict
their similarities, and parameters, which
systematically differentiate them with respect to
their specific characteristics.



Aim

Our aim is to reach two goals, namely:

a) to achieve descriptive adequacy of the

language system anc

b) to treat language anc

, thus, language

teaching (of L1 and L2) as a uniform

object of teaching.



The road ahead

* We briefly sketch how reference grammars
describe grammatical phenomena.

* We examine language course books and
grammar books currently used in Greek schools.

Grammatical phenomena:
a) the (in)omissibility of the pronominal subject
b) clause/sentence structure
C) interrogative sentence formation
in Greek, English and German



Reference Grammars - Greek

Greek clause is defined,

* In traditional grammars as the combination of a
subject and a predicate

* In modern descriptive grammars as

“...the smallest syntactic unit which contains
(explicitly or implicitly) a subject and a verb
phrase”.

(Holton, Mackridge & Philippaki-Warburton 1997: 409)



In a Structural — Functional — Communicative
Grammar we observe a combination of different

approaches:

125. O muprvag toU pnVULATOS #aL OL LETEYOVTES ATTOTEAOTUY TOV OHEAETO TG
nAnpogopiag wov divel n modtaor. Ileplhaufdvel vroypewTird TO 7t ouu-
Paiver (ruprvag) ral 1o srotor uetéyovy oe avro (uet€yovies). H modtaon
OV OITOTEAEITOL POVO amd autd ta oTolela ovopdletal amit tpdtaon.

IIYPHNAE
Eyel daveioet
METEXQON 4
O dimlavog pov

O diwAavog pov €xet baveioe: To uolvfi tov oty Magpia.

METEXQON 3
70 oAVt Tov

METEXQN 3
oty Mapia

(Clairis, Babiniotis, et al. 1999: 168)



Reference Grammars - English

For the English clause structure, we find different
and diverging accounts.

Clausc clements

506

A clause can be analysed into five diflerent types of clause elements: SUBJECT
(S, see 822), virn (or rather VERB PHRASE, V, see 873), COMPLEMENT (C, see 529),
oRIECT (O, see 670-1), and anverpiaL (A, see 468-79), for example

clause

| | [ l

A S Vv (
Suddenly | felt tired.
clausc
| | | l
S A V 0O

I quickly shut the door

A Communicative Grammar of English (Leech & Svartvik 2002: 191)
10



Review of clauses, clause types and the order of sentence
constituents

Most clauses consist of a subject and predicate. The subject is what usually
comes before the verb phrase and the predicate is everything else.

There are five kinds of predicate (and therefore five types of clause), depending
on what constituents they contain, The sentences in the table show the five
types of predicate (and clause), and the order in which the constituents occur.

pEfrSaheEtaae Predicate M

-

: Verb phrase i Indirect object | Direct object | Complement
She likes music.
- She has been i 1 ' ' rather irritable.
She gave her sister ’ the news. ‘
She ! calls | l her husband | ‘Snootch’
She ! sighed. i | |

Grammar for English Language Teachers (Parrot 2003: 303)
11



The structure of a clause like Cats like water can be represented in diagram form as
shown in [1].

(1] Clause




Some verbs allow or require not only an object but also some other phrase. For
example, give allows an object and a preposition phrase (PP) with the preposition ro
as head, so we have clauses like Lucy gave the key to the landlord, where the NP the
key is an object and the PP ro the landlord is also included in the VP. We show the
structure of that clause in [2], again without bothering to show details of the inter-

nal structure of the NPs or the PP.
2] Clause
Subject: Prcdicatc
NP M\
Prcdmtor' Object: Complcmcnl
N I
‘ /_. /\
Lucy gave the key to the landlord

A Student’s Introduction to English Grammar (Huddleston & Pullum 2005: 65)
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Reference Grammars - German

The German clause depends on the clause type:

* Verb-second: main clauses and wh-questions
1) a. Peter liest ein Buch.

b. Was liest er?
» Verb-first: yes/no questions and imperatives
2) a. Liest er das Buch?

b. Lies das Buch!
* Verb-last: subordinate clauses
3) a. Ilch weill}, dass er das Buch liest.

b. Ich frage ihn, wann er das Buch endlich liest.
14



 Verbal frame or sentence/clause bracket:

4) a. Peter

b. Peter

gestern ein Buch

heute einen Text

The topological model: structure of the main clause

Pre-field | Left Middle field Right | Post-field
bracket bracket
Vater hat den Kindern eine erzahlt | (1m Bett).
Geschichte
Father has the kinds a story told (in bed)

15




The topological model:
the structure of questions and subordinate clauses

Pre- | Left Middle field Right
field | bracket bracket
Verb-| O Hat Vater den Kindern eine erzahlt?
first Geschichte
has father the kinds a story told
Verb-| O ...dass Vater den Kindern eine | erzahlt hat.
last Geschichte
...that | father the kinds a story told has

16




Reference Grammars

* For the questions, we find in the grammars of all
three languages the distinction in wh-questions,
yes/no questions and indirect questions, with
considerable similarities and differences in the
presentation of their formation.

* For the subject, we find mentions in Greek
grammars that it can be omitted, when
pronominal or “understood”, while in English and
German information about the role of the
expletives “there” and “it” and “es”, respectively.

17



Teaching Grammar
Subject omissibility — Greek

Primary School Grammar: Subject omission

2uvnéwg, n ovoua-
OTIKI TNG NMPOCWITL-
KNG avTwvuulag de
Xpnoworolelral

£y} TPLOW Jaxapovia. {EgEle} TPWPE YaKapov1aQ.
{Ecd) TpWS pakapovia. {Egsic) TpWTE paxkapovia.
A6 TPWEI JaKapovia. ATTeh TPWVE Uaxkapovia.

KataAaBaivoupe 1o npoowro anod TI§ KaTaAnEeK Tou pnuartog, apa eivat
TMEPITTO Va XPNOCILOTIOMCOUKE Kal TNV MPocwmKn avTwvuuia. Tnv npoow-
TN avTwvuuia g ovouaaTikr, Aoroy, TN XPNOoIUOoNowUUE uovo yia va
TOVIOOUUE TIOLOG £KaVE TNV NMPAEn nou SNAWVEL TO prua:

— Ey® £épaya 1a paxkapovia, oxiL n Mapia.

-~ MNetpo, e00 npenet va Eexabaploeg 11 Ba kKavelg anod 5w KaL MEpQ Kal
OX1 Ol YOVEIG oOou.

18



Subject inomissibility — English

In language course books, English is not presented
as a language that necessarily requires a pronoun

In subject position:
1) a. It is raining at the moment. / *Is raining at the

moment.
b. He is eating the cake. / *Is eating the cake.

2) a. *In this sentenc@clear that | refer to...

b. *If we substitute one phoneme for another,
result in...

c.”If ‘German’ refers to the Ianguage,@n
epithet. o




Subject inomissibility — English

1.1. H gppaon There is - There are

Primary
Affirmative Negative Interrogative
SChOOI BOOk Longform Shortform Longform  Shortform
Singular Thereis There's Thereisnot Thereisn't Is there?

(My G rammar Plural There are There're Thereare not Therearent Arethere?
Corner) _ _ | . o

H gpaon there is-there are xpnowionoleital yia va JANCOULE yia TO TI UTTAPXE! KATTou.
To there is eival evikog apiBuog kai to there are eival mANBUVTIKOG aplBuog.
e.g. There isa board in my classroom .There are twelve desks in my classroom. Is there
a poster on your classroom wall? Are there maps on your classroom walls? There isn't
a football field in my school. There aren't pictures on my classroom walls.

2 | Look at the example sentences and complete the Grammar table.

Secondary ® There's a library. ® There isn’t a bookshop. ® [s there a park? Yes, there is.
School ® There are two cinemas. ® There aren’t any kiosks. ® Are there any hotels?
® There are some night clubs No, there aren't.
BOOk in Plaka.
We use There is / are to say that something exists.
Match:
There's'There isn't/ls there ... a. + plural nouns
There are/There aren’'t/Are there ...... . b. + singular nouns

How do we form auestions and neoatives?

20



Secondary School Book

Secondary
School Book,
Grammar
Appendix

THERE IS / THERE ARE - USE

o We use there is / there are to

Subject inomissibility — English

» say that something exists or doesn’t exist

~ ask if something exists

e.g. There is an intemet cafe.
There aren't any cinemds.
Is there a TV in your roow?

THERE IS / THERE ARE - FORM

Statements Questions Negatives
There is a(n) ... Is there a(n) ...?7 There isn't aln) ..
There are (some / two) ...?7 | Are there (anv / two) ...? | There aren’t(any/two)...

THERE IS / THERE ARE - USE

o We use there is ' there are to
o say that something exists or doesn’t exist at a specific place
o ask if something exists at a specific place

e.q. There is an intermet café.

There aren't any cinemas.
Is there a TV in your room?

Short Answers

Yes, there is.

No, there isn't .

21



Subject inomissibility — German

Secondary School Book:
The expletive “es”

rarien = Ziele

Wohin fahren die meisten Deutschen in den Ferien? Sie fahren in den
Stden, weil dort sicher die Sonne scheint. In Deutschland ist
thas W g#teT au im Sommer manchmal schlecht.

un Deshalb fahren viele Deutsche mit dem
Auto in die warmer en Lander im Siden von Deutschland: nach
Frankreich und Italien.

Viele Familien fliegen auch mit dem Flugzeug nach Griechenland,
nach Spanien, nach Portugal oder in die Tirkei. Sie wohnen in
einem Hotel, in einem Ferienappartement, in einer
Jugendherberge oder sie zelten auf einem Campingplatz.

Einige haben auch ein Ferienhaus. Und in den warmen Landern liegen
sie dann in der Sonne oder schwimmen im Meer! Auf ihre
Postkarten schreiben sie: “Viele Grif3e aus dem sonnigen
Suden. Das Wetter hier ist super!”

Secondary School Book: The impersonal expression “es gibt” (there is)

6. Verbaler Ausdruck mit Akkusativ (EkppQaon NMou CuVTACOETAL KE QITIATIKY)

Im Deutschen Museum gibt es den ersten Dieselmotor.
Es gibt auch alte Flugzeuge.

22



To sum up...

We consider that it is a great oversight
that the languages under investigation
are not categorised on the basis of this
fundamental parameter, which could
cause great difficulties in foreign
language learning.

23



Clause structure in course books:
Main declarative clauses

Clause structure in Greek

Primary School Grammar: The structure of the sentence (S — NP VP)

NPOTAZH J 1

/\

Ovopaukn ®paon Ynokeipevo

/I\ /\

ApBpo EniBeto Ouolaotikd Prpa Ovopaukn ®paon Avukeipevo

ApBpo Ouoiaotiko

JE\ . . |
To Aaiuapyo okuAi

24



Clause structure in Greek

Secondary School Book:
The structure of the sentence (NP — VP)

H pnparikn ppaon eival 0 ouvdUACKAR TOU PHATOC e TA OUUIMANPWUATA KAl TOUG TPoodIop!-
OHOUG TOU.

Mia ovopariki) @paon Uropel va elval PEPOG HIaC pruaTikic ppdong:
To Yroupyeio Yyeiac | | ouverate |+ AIaTPOPIKEC 0OnyieC
0[0) 0o

25



To sum up...

It appears that there is a clear divergence with
respect to both sentence/clause description
and terminology in the Primary and the
Secondary School Language Course Books
and Grammar Books, which leads to
confusion as far as the definition and the
structuring of the sentence is concerned.

26



Primary
School Book,
Appendix lll,
Grammar File

Primary
School Book,
Appendix lll,
Grammar File

Clause structure in English

Present Continuous

FORM

Past Continuous

FORM

|l am speaking to you.

You are reading this.

She is staying in London.

not

We are playing football.

Is he watching TV?

Are they waiting for John?
|/ he /she | was watching TV.
You were working hard.
|/ he /she | was helping Mary.

not

We were joking.
Was he / she studying Maths?
Were you / they playing football?

27



Clause structure in English

Primary School Book, Appendix, Discover Grammar

Adverbs of frequency

always- usually - often - sometimes - rarely/seldom - never

We can use adverbs of frequency with the Simple Present to show how often an action happens. These

words are often with the verb[i-n the middle of the sentence.

e.g. He's always late.
They sometimes go to the opera. / | rarely eat chinese food. / We usually play basketball at school.

Be careful!

The adverbs of frequency comd before the main verbs})ut after the verb to be.

e.g. We usually have milk for breakfast. / We are never late for school.

If there are two verbs they come between them.

e g. It doesn’t usually rain here. / Does she often g0 to school by bus?

“in the middle of the sentence”, “before the main verbs”’,
“if there are two verbs they come between them”

28



Clause structure in German

Secondary School Book: The structure of the sentence — main clause

gj 9. per Hauptsatz (n kUpia mpéraon)

Ergdnze!

To und cuvdéel SUO KUPIEC TTPO-E>—
rdoeig. Orav 1o UTTOKEIPEVO Kal OTIS

duo mpordoeic givail ro idio, &g xpeia-

{erar va ro emavaAdpoupe.

To prjua ornv Kupia
mporaon Bpiokeral mavra :
orn 0éon.

29



Clause structure in German

Secondary School Book: left and right bracket — the syntax of modals

Konnen wir zusamn
nach Hause gehen ¢
musst ihr ldngerin
Schule bleiben?

8. Die Modalverben: konnen, miissen, diirfen

Ich - heute lange -
Wir -en erst nach der 6. Stunde -

Was ist richtig? Kreuze an!
1. Z¢ moia Géon arnv mpdraon Bpiokerar o Modalverb;

a) ornv 1n Géon B) arn 2n Béan y) a10 TéA0C TNC mMPdTaoNC.
2. 2¢ moia Béon Bpiokeral 1o OEUTEPO pHUQ;
a) ornv 1n Géon B) arn 2n Béan y) a10 TéAoC TNC mpdraonc.
3. lNoio pnua kAiverar atnv mporaan;
a) ro Modalverb B) ro pripa aro y) Kai Ta U0 pruara.
réAo¢ Tn¢ mpdraang

30



Clause structure in German

Secondary School Book: left and right sentence bracket —
the syntax of perfect |

2. Syntax: Der Satz im Perfekt

N
1. 2. Hilfsverb 3. 4, Partizip Perfekt
(Bonbnrid pripa)
Wir haben gestern Abend am Strand gezeltet.
Am Strand habe ich Sitarre gespielt.

N~

31



Clause structure in German

Secondary School Book: left and right sentence bracket —
the syntax of perfect Il

Der Satz

1. a. Der Hauptsatz im Perfekt (n kUpla npdraon oe xpdvo Perfekt)

1. Position 2. Position 3. Position Endposition
Wir haben gestemn am Strand gezeltet.
Am Strand habe ich ein Buch gelesen.
Am Wochenende sind wir nach Miunchen gefahren.

32



To recapitulate...

We have reached the conclusion that the
clause structure is taught differently in the
three languages under investigation:

» Either it is based on a specific model, as in
Greek (NP-VP) and German (topological
model),

 or it is nonexistent or arbitrary, as in English.

Thus, we get the wrong impression that
sentences are structured differently in the three
languages.

33



Clause structure in course books:
Questions

Questions in Greek

There is great differentiation in presentation between
the Primary and the Secondary School books.

n the Secondary School books the distinction
petween yes/no questions and wh-questions is
oresent; yet there is no mention about how a
guestion is structured. Wh-elements appear as
devices that introduce wh-questions without
reference to their original structural position in the
main declarative clause.

34



A\

Questions in English

Primary School Book: wh-questions

Sef?f—/’rss ssment test

1 Write questions. Use the[qlueshon WOYC(S/PhrdSeSJm the box:

What? v'..orn.do you go to the cinema?
How often? V..o rOthers and sisters have you got?
Where? A .are you doing now?
How much? — .sugar do you take in your milk?
How many? v .orwndoeS the caretta caretta live?
Points: / 10

wh = question word/phrase”

35



Questions in English

Secondary School Book: wh-questions

WH- QUESTIONS

Who do you meet every morning?
Who cooks at home?

Which is your favourite colour?
Where do you live?

What time do you get up?

When is your birthday?

What is your telephone number?

How do you go to school?

How many thimbles have you got?

How often do you play football?

REMEMBER to use thé question form
about the subject!

after

My friend, John.
My grandma.
Green.

In London.

At 7:00

On 4" January.
210 - 3939202.
By bus.

About 100.

Twice a week.

Wh-words| EXCEPT when you are asking

eq. Who do you meet every moming? I meet my friend, John.
Who cooks at home? My srdh'hnd cooks every day.

“*wh = Wh-words”

“do = question form”

36



Questions in English

Primary School Book, Appendix lll — Grammar File:
The structure of questions

Wh... questions / How... questions with Simple Present

EXAMPLES
What have for breakfast?
What time go to school?
Where spend holidays?
When come home from school?
Who does he / she / it play tennis with?
How often meet friends?

37



Questions in German

Secondary School Book: The structure of questions

Der Satz
1. W-Fragen und Antworten (Epwrijoeig uepikiic Gyvolag Kkai amavinoeig)
1. Position 2. Position 1. Position 2. Position

2. Ja / Nein Fragen und Antworten (Epwrioeic oAIkii¢ dyvoiag Kai amavrioeis)
1. Position 2. Position 1. Position 2. Position

Andreas.

du in Berlin? Ja, ich in Berlin.

-
du aus Spanien? Nein, ich -E aus Deutschland.

3. Der Hauptsatz (H kupia mpdéraon)

2. Position
Das ist meine Mutter.
Sie kommt aus Osterreich.

4. Verbindung von zwei Hauptsatzen mit ,,und” (Zovdeon &0o kUpiwv mpordoswy pe ,und”)

2. Position 2. Position
Mein Vater kommt aus Griechenland und er arbeitet bei BMW.
Mein Vater kommt aus Griechenland und arbeitet bei BMW.



Tosum up...

 questions are not taught uniformly in the
three languages and

* their structure and their derivation from
and association with main declaratives is
not taught at all.
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Clause structure in current linguistic theory
The Generative Framework

AN
spec /’\
C IP
spec /\ r
I / \VP
spec/\ A\
V / \ YP

Universal structure for the analysis and generation of
clause structure, which provides structural positions for the
lexical and functional elements of the clause.

40



Question formation
The Generative Framework

eypuye; /\

Spec I

I oTdwne "

41



Clause structure — main declaratives
Greek, English, German

/S\
NP VP
Art N V NP
O uadnTng YPAPEI /\
The pupil writes Art N
Der Schuler schreibt TO ypauua

the letter

den Brief *



Clause structure with an auxiliary
Greek, English

S

/N

NP AUX VP

N\ N

Art N V NP
O  pobnmAc €éxel  yPAWEl /\
The pupil has written Art N

TO Ypaupa
the letter 43




Clause structure with an auxiliary

German
/SI\
Art N hat NP V
Der Schuler /\ geschrieben
Art N

den Brief

44



Question formation
Greek, German, English

QP
/7\3
Wh-w. V-mov. NP VP

Art N V NP
Ti Eypaye o HaBNTNG eypepe
Was schrieb der Schuler schrieb Was

What didT the pupil write| what

I ‘45




Conclusions (1)

1) There is considerable differentiation among the
descriptive/reference grammars within a language
and between languages.

2) There is great divergence, descriptive
Inadequacies and dissimilarities in the description
of phenomena in the language course books.

3) The incorporation of basic principles of Theoretical
Linguistics into our teaching proposal shows that
Generative Grammar can provide us with a useful
tool for the description of the similarities and the
differences among languages.

46



Conclusions (2)

4) Using of the findings of Generative Grammar in
language teaching, we can achieve the following:

a) Language and language teaching can be treated
as a uniform object with common characteristics
which represent the native speaker’s intuition.

b) Cross thematic and cross linguistic teaching is
advanced.

c) It contributes to the development of language
and metalanguage awareness of students.

d) It promotes critical literacy and multilingualism,
which are of great significance in the modern
educational system. 47
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